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Tot>OGRAPHICAL CLASSIFICATION of the AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS qf 

England for 1867, Illustrated. 

The agricultural statistics of England and Wales (pp. 249 — 253) 
are presented in this as in a previous number of the Journal, classed 
in topographical sections, in preference to following the crude alpha- 
betical arrangement found in the blue book which is laid before 
Parliament. A few words, and only a few words, upon the scientific 
value of this classification are needed to show its advantages over 
the official form of abstract. It is now upwards of twenty-five 
years since Dr. Farr formed the registration counties of the kingdom 
into eleven groups for the purposes of tabulating the returns of 
births, deaths, and marriages in the General Register Office. Greater 
prominence was given to the new classification by its use in the 
elaborate census of 1851. The Commissioners entrusted with the 
conduct of that great statistical operation, described the scheme 
(which however, as will be found, applied to the whole of Great 
Britain) in these words : — 

" For the convenience of statistical investigation, Great Britain has been 
divided by the Registrar-General into thirteen topographical " Divisions," con- 
sisting of groups of counties thought to possess a common distinctive character ; 
and the islands in the British seas form a small additional division by themselves. 
The arrangement of the tables in the present publication, as well as in the general 
abstract of the numbers of the inhabitants already issued, is in accordance with 
this sub-division of the country. 

" England and Wales contains eleven of such ' Divisions,' which (arranged 
in topographical order) are as follows : — 

" I. London, comprising the portions of Middlesex, Surrey, and Kent, 
within the limits of the Begistrar-General's bills of mortality. 

" n. South-Eastern Division, comprising Surrey and Kent (extra metro- 
politan) Sussex, Hampshire and Berkshire. 

" III. South-Midland Division, comprising Middlesex (extra metropolitan) 
Hertfordshire, Buckinghamshire, Oxfordshire. Northamptonshire, 
Bedfordshire, and Cambridgeshire. 

" IV. Eastern Division, comprising Essex, Suffolk and Norfolk. 
" v. South- Western Division, comprising Wiltshire, Dorsetshire, Devonshire, 
Cornwall and Somersetshire. 

" VL West- Midland Division, comprising Gloucestershire, Herefordshire, 
Shropshire, Staffordshire, Worcestershire and Warwickshire. 

" vrx. North- Midland Division, comprising Leicestershire, Rutland, Lincoln- 
shire, Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire. 
" Till. North- Western Division, comprising Cheshire and Lancashire. 

" jx. York Division, consisting of Yorkshire. 

" x. Northern Division, comprising Durham, Northumberland, Cumberland 
and Westmoreland. 

" xi. Welsh Division, comprising Monmouthshire, South Wales and North 
Wales. 
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" The counties of which the eleven divisions of England and Wales are com- 
posed are not strictly identical with the ancient counties, but are aggregates of 
•entire registration districts or poor law unions (which often, under the arrangements 
of the Poor Law Board, extend into two counties), and in the tables are called for the 
sake of distinction, ' Registration Counties.' Where a district or union extends into 
more than one county, the principle adopted has been to place it with that county in 
which either the chief town or the greater part of the population is located, hence 
the registration counties differ more or less from the counties proper according to 
the degree in which the boundaries of the latter have been, for local convenience, 
disregarded in the formation of the unions." 

The last English census was also printed and issued according 
to the same topographical divisions. 

In 1857 the Poor Law Board recast the form, while they 
enlarged the scope of their statistical returns to Parliament, 
arranging them strictly in conformity with the census classification 
of unions and counties. Under the general title of " Poor Rates and 
" Pauperism," those returns have been given to the public in the 
same form up to the present time. 

For the purpose of exhibiting the utility of this classification, 
six of the principal descriptions of cropping have been selected, 
their respective ratios computed divisionally and represented by 
colours on the maps appended. The exact proportions are given 
in the subjoined table, but the same precision is not obtainable 
in an ordinary map ; the chromatic exponent is only true within 
the limits noted on tbe face of each plate. 

The ratios in this statement express the percentage of each kind 
of culture named to the whole cultivated surface, including under 
that term " all kinds of crops, bare fallow, and grass," in quantity 
amounting, for England and Wales, to 25,451,000 statute acres. 
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The percentages are mapped on an ascending scale, commencing 
with the lightest colour to represent the lowest proportion. 

Map A. — Corn-cropped Lands. 

The North-western division is the lightest corn-cropped, the 
percentage falling between 15 and 20. This is pre-eminently the 
manufacturing district of England ; in mineral wealth it occupies 
the second rank, at the same time holding the highest place with 
regard to the proportion of its surface laid down as permanent 
pasture. In extent of trade the Mersey, which separates its two 
counties, rivals the Thames. These conditions necessarily reduce 
the cereal productiveness of the division. In 1861 the adult 
population, i.e., "males and females aged 20 years and upwards," 
ascribed to the agricultural class, numbered 124,838, or y8 per 
cent, of the whole number of adults enumerated in this division. 

The Northern counties and Wales rise one step higher, the per- 
centage in those divisions standing over 20 but under 25. In the 
former group the adults of the agricultural class were 82,488, or 
13*5 per cent., and of the latter 155,151, or 21-9 per cent, of the 
total. 

A nearly continuous but irregular belt of land running from 
the north-east down to the south-west holds an intermediate 
position with regard to cereals; the ratio in Yorkshire, in the 
West-midland and South-western counties exceeding 25 per cent., 
but falling short of 30 per cent. In Yorkshire the adults of the 
agricultural class were 143,508, or 13-2 per cent.; in the West- 
midland division 186,661, or 14-2 per cent., and in the South- 
western 215,503, or 21*6 per cent. 

The North-midland rises over the last-named divisions, the 
average corn-cropping is between 30 and 35 per cent. The adults 
employed in agriculture were 150,417, or 2i'5 per cent. 

The South-eastern counties form the next step in the ascent, 
corn-cropped land being from 35 to 40 per cent, of the whole 
area under culture. The adults of the agricultural class were 
187,250, or i8 - 3 per cent. 

The South-midland counties reach the penultimate grade, the 
corn-eropping there averages between 40 and 45 per cent. The 
adults ascribed to agriculture in 1861 were 169,850 or 24^4 per 
cent. 

The summit is reached in the Eastern division, the average area 
corn-cropped in Essex, Suffolk and Norfolk ranging above 45 but 
under 50 per cent. In this division 164,577 adults, or 26 - 6 per cent., 
were classed as agricultural ; or exactly 12 per cent, above the 
average of all England and Wales. 
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Map B. — Green-cropped Lands. 

The gradations are here less than in the previous map. Four 
divisions, mostly on the western seabord, come between 5 and 10 
per cent. The intermediate rank, where the green crops range 
between 10 and 15 per cent., is occupied by a band, commencing 
with Yorkshire running due south, where it occupies the whole 
coast eastward and westward. The Eastern counties here also 
occupy the highest position ; the ratios being, speaking roundly, in 
duplicate proportion to those at the opposite end of the scale. 

Map C. — Permanent Pasture, Meadow, and Grass. 

This map displays as many gradations as the first. 

The Eastern division, which holds the highest position both on 
the corn-cropped and the green- cropped scale, occupies the lowest 
here ; though, it should be noted, the reckoning begins on a higher 
figure than either Map A or Map B started with. Permanent 
pasture averages, in the Eastern counties, between 20 and 25 per 
cent. The conterminous counties to the west and to the south of 
the last division rise from 30 to 35 per cent.; the next step is 
found immediately to the north (Division VII) and to the west 
(Division V) of the counties of second rank; the North-midland 
and South-western counties have from 40 to 45 per cent, in per- 
manent pasture. York having 45 to 50, comes next ; to the north 
of York lies Division X, and to the south-west, but not touching it, 
Division VI, each having a mean area of permanent pasture between 
50 and 55 per cent. Wales ranks yet higher, the ratio in the 
principality is between 55 and 60 per cent. The maximum is 
attained in the North-western division, where the proportion is 
upwards of 65 per cent. Here we find the most extensive dairy- 
farming division of England; the ratio of cattle to every 100 
cultivated acres is 25*6 or 10*5 per cent, above the mean propor- 
tion for the whole of England. 

Map D. — Wheat-cropped Land. 

The Northern, the North-western, and the Welsh divisions hold 
the lowest place, coinciding in this incident with the same counties 
in Map B — " green cropped lands " — except that in the latter case 
the West-midland counties form a fourth division of initial rank. 
The ratio of wheat land in these three divisions, coloured yellow 
in the map, lies between 5 and 10 per cent. An intermediate 
section of England, also corresponding to a certain extent with one 
of similar proportional value in Map B, and here embracing York- 
shire, the North-midland, the West-midland, and the South-western 
counties, are wheat-cropped on the average above 10 but under 15 
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per cent. The South-midland and South-eastern counties range 
themselves on the scale as above 1 5 per cent, and under 20. 

The Eastern counties stand highest, the percentage ranging 
between 20 and 25. 

Map B. — Barley-cropped I/ands. 

The Northern and the North-western divisions are the least 
favourable to this crop, for there the average falls below 5 per cent. 

From the north-east to the south-west, and thence eastward all 
along the southern coast, the culture, though small, is pretty evenly 
spread ; the proportion of barley-cropped land over this large tract, 
rises above 5 per cent, but falls below 10 per cent. In the South- 
midland counties it rises above 10 but does not reach ,15 per cent. 

The Eastern counties again stand at the top ; there barley cul- 
ture exceeds .1 5 per cent. 

Map F. — Oat-cropped Land. 

Here the Eastern counties begin the scale, and on the same line 
are found the West-midland counties ; the ratio in both divisions being 
less than 5 per cent. All the rest of the kingdom, with the excep- 
tion of the Northern counties, forms a territory of intermediate oat- 
culture, ranging on the mean above 5 and coming under 10 per 
cent. The north is the favoured land of this cereal. There the 
ratio of cultivation exceeds 10 per cent., but is limited by 15 per 
cent. 



In noting the main features of the first map, some statistics of 
occupations as returned in the last census, have been added under 
each division. This has been done to illustrate the facility the 
topographical classification of returns affords for collating their 
data with facts furnished by the census. The lapse of time between 
the two series of particulars — the occupations of 1861 and the agri- 
cultural statistics of 1867 — preclude any but an approximate 
method of comparison ; a slight difference also in the areas of 
divisions formed of counties proper, and of registration (or union) 
counties tend in a trifling degree to discrepancy. For broad statis- 
tical results neither disturbing cause would be of very great 
moment. 

During many years the classification here advocated has been 
familiar to the public — novelty cannot be pleaded in bar to its 
further employment. Hereafter, when it may be hoped that the 
agricultural statistics will be published in form completely deter- 
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mined by the master-classification of the census, it may interest the 
economist and the statistician to work out, among other cognate 
questions, the relation which subsists between the demand for labour 
in districts of large farms and in those of small farms, in corn- 
growing counties and in grazing counties. 

By the returns of 1867, it is shown that the average size of 
each occupier's holding in all England and Wales was 65*1 statute 
acres. The smallest farms were found in the North-western division, 
38-3 acres; the largest in the South-midland, 99 '3 acres. Other 
data upon this point are divisionally tabulated hereunder : — 
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We may venture to add in conclusion that, for scientific 
purposes, a mere alphabetical summary of counties is an arrange- 
ment, not a classification — the arrangement destroys natural re- 
lationships, the classification, if it deserve the name, restores them. 
The beginning of science is classification ; and statistical method, 
to be of any worth, must not deviate from the well-established and 
fruitful path of inductive research. — [Ed. $../.] 



